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                         The Wild and Crazy Life of the “All-American” Family

In July 1918 writer, F. Scott Fitzgerald’s changed. A Montgomery Country Club Fitzgerald was attending a dance and at this dance he meets the love of his life, Zelda Sayre (Prigozy 2). Zelda changed Fitzgerald’s life by her wild actions, constant partying, and being in the news constantly. All of the actions created by Zelda are what gave author F. Scott Fitzgerald his ideas for his successful novels.

The turning point of F. Scotts life is when he met his future wife, Zelda, in the year 1918 (Baughman 3). Zelda was also a writer, neither of them where to successful in their early years. To months after meeting Zelda he new they were meant for each other (Prigozy 5). Zelda refused to marry Fitzgerald because she said that the economic prospects were not very promising (Prigozy 3). Eventually after two years Zelda finally committed her self to F. Scott and they got married in New York on April 3, 1920 (A Brief Life of Fitzgerald 6). Fitzgerald’s novel This side of Paradise is what begin the Fitzgerald’s life both financially and making them famous (A Brief Life of Fitzgerald 2).

Zelda was considered a rebel growing up. She always tried to get attention and she was known as “The Crazy Girl on The Block.” (Prigozy 15). When Zelda was a little kid she called the fire department saying there was a little kid stuck on the roof of a house. It just so happens that Zelda climbed on the roof of her house right after she made the phone call to the fire department (Prigozy 16). Zelda promised if you went on a date with her that you would be guaranteed excitement, hilarity, and mystery (Willet 3). Zelda had a drinking problem later passing onto F. Scott which really affected his writing and made it difficult for him to keep up financially (Willet 7). Zelda Fitzgerald loved to spend money which also really made it difficult for Fitzgerald to keep up with his one and only true love (Baughman 8). They both became the symbol of the era being viewed as the perfect couple (Prigozy 6)

The early years of their married life was filled of fun and wildness. Although these years were glamorous they also ran into a brick wall of problems. Zelda and F. Scott’s drinking problems and constant partying the writing of Fitzgerald and it really made it hard for them to pay for every thing (Prigozy 17). They were intruded with currency problems and resulting in this they were forced to move to Europe and back, then later back to Europe and then back once more to the United States (FlapperJane 6). On top of all of the financial problems this All-American family has been having a little girl was born. Taking care of little Scottie would not help them while they are trying to get out of their debts (FlapperJane 8). Fitzgerald was forced to write short stories for the posts and magazines to still be able to support his high standard family (Prigozy 18). Later Zelda was sent to an insane asylum and this resulted in the split between the two once family all of America wanted to be (Prigozy 18). 

Prior to the divorce Fitzgerald’s work was constantly interrupted by Zelda’s partying. All of this partying made it hard for Fitzgerald to focus on what brought in their income (Prigozy 14). Zelda lived being in the spot light and also in the media. It does sound good but with all of the gossiping and constantly being interviewed and also harassed it gave F. Scott little time to write his novels that really brought in the money (Willet 8). Some of Zelda’s partying was not bad because it introduced the Fitzgerald’s to long time friends one that included author Earnest Hemmingway. They were good friends but they were also very competitive toward each other (A Brief Life of Fitzgerald 11). While attending these parties Fitzgerald picked up a bad habit of drinking that led him to jail not just one time but two times (Baughman 11). All of Zelda’s drinking leads her to be an alcoholic and then lead her to a mental breakdown. These mental breakdowns ran in her family and they were not uncommon (Willet 13). All of the partying stopped and both of their lives both slowed down and went down hill from there.

The down fall of this once All-American family began and it just seemed like nothing went right for these once two love birds. Zelda got in front of F. Scotts car and dared him to run her over. She would not move and F. Scott Fitzgerald started inching his car toward her (Prigozy 17). Zelda was sent to a mental institution and F. Scott continued drinking. Nothing else really went on during the rest of their lives. F. Scott continued drinking and writing, but nothing successful came from him at this point of his life. During the last year of Fitzgerald’s life he quit drinking but unfortunately he suffered from a heart attack in 1940 (Baughman 19). Zelda’s Death came from being in a hospital and there was a fire. She did not make it out of the hospital she passed as it burned to the ground (Prigozy 17). Writing from his bed Fitzgerald’s health was visibly failing and this is where his death had occurred (Prigozy 17).

Zelda Sayre Fitzgerald’s impact on her husband F. Scott Fitzgerald’s writing career was unbelievable. If it weren’t for Zelda no one would have ever heard the name F. Scott Fitzgerald. Her impact both good and bad is what gave this author the ideas for all of his successful novels. Even though they had hard times without Zelda Sayre Fitzgerald they would not be able to get though it the way that they did.
